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NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 

Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda, MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and Radio Facilities in Building 11, Room 308, Telephone: 301-496-5311   

Repeaters: 447.925 MHz and 145.290 MHz 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 
 

REPORT OF THE JULY 12, 2014 CLUB MEETING  

 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 

The meeting was called to order at ~1320 EDT by President Walter Lamar in the Building 11 
Radio Room. Three members were present including Victor Cid, W3CID; Walter Lamar, 
KB5WGT; and Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF. There were no teleconference participants by 1330 EDT. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Treasurer's Report  
In mid-June, Victor paid to renew the NIH RAC domain with Google; after adjournment, Walter 
Lamar wrote a check for $10 to renew the NIH RAC Web domain.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
EchoLink Report 
Walter Lamar patched the EchoLink server after the Business Meeting, and bumped the audio 
levels up slightly to and from the 2M transceiver. 
 
K3YGG Repeater Report  
Both repeaters are working – but there were reports of weak audio on an all-EchoLink 
connection by Victor; Walter reports audio does seem a bit low on 2M. EchoLink audio levels 
were set after the last meeting by the EchoLink test tone that looked good on Bill’s deviation 
meter. We need someone on EchoLink at same time to do this right.  
 
NIHRAC Web Site Report 
Victor Cid has renewed our domain with Google; there was a discussion of GoDaddy’s 
feasibility and problems with delivery of email for the latter to NIH. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
SteppIR Antenna Installation 
Now that it will not be necessary to relocate the club's meeting room and station equipment we 
will proceed with the erection of the SteppIR wide-band HF dipole antenna that had been put on 
hold earlier this year. A pre-raising session will be first held to gather tools and supplies.  An 
appropriate Saturday or possibly Sunday date and time for an antenna-raising party will be soon 
determined; Victor has been very busy. All members will be notified and asked to volunteer. 
There was discussion of if we have appropriate ladders, and if any additional pre-assembly work 
is possible. 
 
ARRL Field Day  
ARRL Field Day (FD) was held on the weekend of June 28-29; Andy Mitz, John Greene, and 
Victor Cid joined the Randallstown Amateur Radio Club at the George Washington State Park, 
west of Frederick, MD. We had 17 operators, and about same number of visitors (including 
Victor’s Branch Chief). With great weather (except for a late-night, very strong breeze, causing 
Victor and John to feel like they were operating the GOTA station in a hurricane), Field Day was 
very successful. We did have issues with networking the N1MM Logging software at the start of 
the operating period. 
 
Andy worked the SSB night shift on one of the main stations; Victor and John manned the 
GOTA station on SSB on 20 and 40M, and each made the GOTA station maximum allowed 100 
QSO’s per individual operator for points by early Sunday AM; the GOTA station overall was 
close to the maximum allowed for points of 500 QSO’s, with well over 400 QSO’s. Coupled with 
the usual high performance of the two main stations, we believe that the point total for the 
Randallstown ARC will not only place them first again in the MDC Section in the 2A category, 
but up from the national ranking of 11th place (with 2,696 QSOs and 9,278 points in 2013)  
 
Victor also discussed what we were taught to do when someone hijacked our pileup – which is 
just keep sending the callsign until the hijacker goes away. Victor brought the new, improved 
BMERS setup, which is much lighter than the old setup, and doesn’t require a minivan, or two 
people any more. He sent an email for FD points to MARS and to the ARRL MDC Section 
Manager, Jim Cross WI3N.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Frank Stein is a local ham belonging to both MARC and the Randallstown ARC. He sent 
a communication to Victor about a Congressional bill (The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 
2014 — HR.4969). The measure, introduced in the US House of Representatives with 
bipartisan support in late June, would call on the FCC to apply the “reasonable 
accommodation” three-part test of the PRB-1 federal pre-emption policy to private land-
use restrictions regarding antennas. At present, PRB-1 only applies to state and 
municipal land-use ordinances, and the FCC has indicated that it will not act to provide 
the same legal protections from private land-use agreements — often called covenants, 
conditions, and restrictions or CC&Rs — without direction from Congress. The bill is 
currently in committee; he urged us all to support this bill by writing our Congresspeople. 
There was discussion of creating a template letter. The ARRL is supporting this effort 
strongly (http://www.arrl.org/news/centennial-convention-provides-springboard-for-
amateur-radio-parity-act-hr-4969 ), and may have a template letter somewhere on the 
Web site. There was mention of sending a letter from the club. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/centennial-convention-provides-springboard-for-amateur-radio-parity-act-hr-4969
http://www.arrl.org/news/centennial-convention-provides-springboard-for-amateur-radio-parity-act-hr-4969
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 Walter has erected a new digital TV antenna at his house; he reports he gets all the DC 
television stations OTA. The hardest part was getting the mounts and mast; the cost was 
only about $36 from Amazon for the antenna itself with rotator, amplifier, and control box 
with IR remote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 1400 EDT. After adjournment, there was a 
technical discussion about the new architecture of our B   S portable radio station.  e could 
use the same architecture to make our B   S base station remotely operable through the 
B        or the  nternet.  Victor will work on it. 

 
 
Many, many thanks to Kirk Lattner for recording the meeting with a crystal clear MP3 in my 
absence… 
 
Respectfully Submitted and 73, 
John Greene, W3MIT 
NIH RAC Secretary/Treasurer 
 


