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REPORT OF THE MAY 3, 2014 CLUB 
MEETING 

 

NO BUSINESS MEETING WAS HELD
Because no club officers had arrived by 1:20 pm, it was decided that a formal 
business meeting would not be held, and that we would go directly to the 
presentation by guest speaker Carl Swanson, K6CRS. He is a former active duty 
member of the US Army, an active member of Army MARS, and is currently an 
employee of the Voice of America (VOA). Others present included visitors Amy 
Swanson, W8BQO, and William Hatfield, W3QX. NIHRAC members present 
included Victor Cid, W3CID; Kris Perry, KE4QNO; and Bill Hook, W3QBC.
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June Club Meeting 

The next club meeting will be held in Building 11, Room 308 at 1:00 pm on 
Saturday, June 7, 2014.

 

Message from TMARC

The Mid-Atlantic Repeater Council has asked us to please distribute the 
following: “Lately a number of people have been using 146.400 mHz for 
simplex. Please note that 146.000 is used as a repeater input frequency in 
the TMARC area. It is paired with 147.000 as the repeater output frequency. 
Please do not use 146.400 for simplex activity, Thank you.”

 

Presentation and Demonstration of amateur digital modes by Carl 
Swanson, K6CRS   

Carl described and demonstrated some of the digital modes currently found on 
Amateur Radio frequencies. Other digital modes requiring more bandwidth are 
restricted to use by other services, such as Army MARS. Licensed amateurs may 
use almost any digital mode as long as a) it does not occupy more bandwidth 
than a typical SSB voice signal (2.8 kHz), and b) the protocol must be publicly 
available. These restrictions apply to the newer modes such as PSK-31, WinLink, 
or Olivia as well as to the older packet and RTTY modes. Digital modes currently 
in use by MARS stations, such as Pactor 4, that require a 3 kHz bandwidth are 
currently unavailable to Amateur Radio users in the USA.. 

 

For an on-air demonstration of Amateur Radio digital operation, Carl used a Icom 
IC-7000 (mobile all-bands radio) SSB transceiver running 25 watts USB using 
the club’s Bushcomm HF wide-band wire dipole antenna. A SignaLink USB digital 
communications interface supporting all digital modes, plus a laptop computer 
running FLDIGI or MX-W decoder software completed the station lineup that was 
set up on a small table in front of the audience. The computer screen displayed 
numerous signals in the 15 and 20 meter amateur bands, using a variety of 
digital modes. It was noted that a RTTY contest was in progress this weekend. 
Carl noted that digital transmissions may be found on all HF, VHF, and UHF 



amateur frequencies. However, digital operation is limited to specific sub-bands 
within each ham band. 

 

The discussion then turned to how Amateur Radio organizations as well as 
MARS and SHARES units use digital communications to support disaster relief 
operations. Carl concluded his remarks by inviting NIHRAC members to visit the 
MARS/SHARES station located at the VOA offices in Washington, DC. He also 
offered to come back to another NIHRAC meeting for further discussion and to 
answer additional questions about digital communications.

 

                                                                                                        


