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        NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 
K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 

Mailing Address: NIH RAC, Building 11, MSC 5716, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308, Telephone: 301-496-5311 
Repeaters 145.290- MHz VHF and 447.925- MHz UHF 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 
 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 1, 2014 CLUB MEETING 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME: 

The meeting was called to order at 1312 hours by President Walter Lamar, KB3WGT. Other members present 
were John Greene, W3MIT; Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF ; Jay Hanssen, AB3SZ ; Susie Stout, N3BML ; Victor Cid, W3CID; 
Bill Hook, W3QBC; and Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ via teleconference. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

April Club Meeting 
The next club meeting will be held in the ECC at 1:00 PM on Saturday, April 5, 2014. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS: 

February Minutes Approved: 

Minutes of the February 1, 2014 meeting were accepted.   
 

Treasury Report: 

There was no income, other than bank interest, since the last report.  No expenditures have been made. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

K3YGG EchoLink – Walter Lamar:  

The EchoLink system was down on the morning of the club meeting. Patches were run during the meeting, and 
Echolink is back in service. Walter has arranged for ORS to get us a new computer running Windows 7 with a 
serial interface, as support for the current computer with Windows XP is ending. 
 
A reminder to all club members that we conduct an NIH RAC net on Monday nights at 9 PM, accessible on both 
the NIH RAC VHF repeater as well as by EchoLink. 
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Repeaters – Bill Hook: 

Our repeaters have remained in service since the last meeting.  
 

www.nihrac.org Website – Victor Cid: 

Victor Cid is still considering a redesign of the website, as the front page is now awfully “busy”. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

NIH RAC logo – John Greene moved to adopt Victor Cid’s logo as the official NIHRAC logo. This was seconded 
by Bill Hook, and approval was unanimous. Victor will soon announce how to obtain the logos for official club 
business purposes. 
 

Susie Stout 
Susie was in attendance, and plans to donate a new HT, a beam (in a box), a spool of cable, and other 
miscellaneous items to the club.  She is also a lifetime member of the ARRL, and will change her mailing address 
for QST magazine to the club mailbox.  
 

ECC Relocation 
Victor Cid has written up what we need in a new location, including pictures of the ECC and the antennas on the 
roof. This document will be posted to the NIH RAC website, and all members are encouraged to examine and 
comment upon it. 
  
Victor and Andy Mitz will be meeting this coming Wednesday, March 5 at 3 PM with Michael Spillane, the club 
sponsor in the Division of Emergency Preparedness and Coordination (DEPC), and it is likely that ORF staff will 
join. 
 
Bill noted that there is vacant space in Building 13, on the ground floor near the club mailbox, which was 
previously occupied by the NIH Federal Credit Union. 
 
There was a brief discussion of having an alternate internet connection via Comcast, such that we could operate 
some equipment remotely in the event of a major emergency. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Nominating Committee for 2014 Officers 
Victor Cid and Bill Hook had volunteered to serve as the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee 
simply recommends a slate of candidates. All officers present agreed to serve another term.  The notion of an 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer was raised; Peter Alterman wishes to continue in that position. However, Bill Hook 
suggested using volunteers as needed to fill in when the Secretary/Treasurer cannot attend the meeting. 

 
Membership Renewal Campaign 
We need to ask all existing members to renew by March 31 (members are asked to renew every 2 years), and 
also ask for any changes in phone numbers, preferred e-mail addresses, and physical addresses.  Walter Lamar 
will do this using the listserve to send a simple email to all existing members, who simply need to respond to 
renew.  Members will also be reminded that NIH RAC no longer charges dues, but that donations are welcome. 
Checks payable to the NIH Radio Amateur Club can be sent to the club mailbox, NIH Radio Amateur Club, 
National Institutes of Health, Building 11, MSC 5716, Bethesda MD 20892-5716. 
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Field Day 2014 
Victor noted that the Randallstown Amateur Radio Club has invited us to participate in Field Day 2014, to be 
held on June 28-29, 2014 at the George Washington Monument State Park atop South Mountain, in 
Middletown, MD. He will send details to the club membership via the listserve. The Randallstown club intends to 
use more digital modes, such as PSK31, this year. The members also get together for some contests during the 
year for practice. 
 

Training Exercise with Suburban Hospital 

Suburban Hospital is seeking amateur radio support for an upcoming exercise on March 18.  Victor Cid will send 
the announcement to them membership via the listserve. It is expected that we will deploy the BMERS system 
for this exercise, especially since the laser link between the three participating hospitals is currently non-

functional. 
 
There were also brief discussions of an upcoming SHARES exercise in late March. 

 
Technical Discussions 
It was suggested at the last meeting that we have 10-15 minute Technical Presentations related to amateur 
radio after the meetings. However, no one presented at this meeting. 
 

 Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 1423 hours upon a motion by Susie Stout, seconded by Victor Cid. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Greene, W3MIT 


