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NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 
K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda MD 20892-5716 
Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308, Telephone: 301-496-5311 

Repeaters 145.290- MHz VHF and 447.925- MHz UHF 
Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 1, 2013 CLUB MEETING 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME: 

The meeting was called to order at 1310 hours by Vice President Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF. Other members present 
were John Greene, W3MIT; Victor Cid, W3CID; Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ, and Bill Hook, W3QBC. Chris, KE4QNO, was 
on the telecom, but dropped off quickly.  We had one guest, Jay Hanssen, AB3SZ. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

March Club Meeting 
The next club meeting will be held in the ECC at 1:00 PM on Saturday, March 1, 2013. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS: 

January Minutes Approved: 

Minutes of the January 4, 2013 meeting were accepted as amended.   
 

Treasury Report: 

There was no income, other than bank interest, since the last report.  No expenditures have been made. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

K3YGG EchoLink – Walter Lamar:  

The EchoLink system has run continuously since November.  Support for Windows XP is ending; it is unclear if we 
will have to upgrade to Windows 7. 
 

Repeaters – Bill Hook: 

Our repeaters remained in service since the last meeting. Bill Hook has heard some minor audio distortion on 
the 2M VHF repeater for a while, but it has appeared to clear up. He did contact Motorola about it, where a 
technician suggested a few new capacitors, but Bill will hold off unless the problem reoccurs. 

 

www.nihrac.org Website – Victor Cid: 

Victor Cid has put up a new video on the club website, on how to contact satellites with an HT and a Yagi 
antenna. He is looking for additional videos, videos, and asks that members contribute links to any they would 
like to see posted.  He is also considering a redesign of the website, as the front page is now awfully “busy”. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
NIH RAC logo – Victor Cid presented a new draft logo, which we all liked very much. It was to be sent out over 
the list serve to all club members for comments, preceding a vote to adopt it at the next meeting. During the 
meeting, we suggested leaving the NIH ECC wording on the sign over the transceiver, and to change the color of 
the Maryland map to red. Andy Mitz brought up a discussion of copyright issues, and what the logo could be 
used upon and by whom. Likely, it will be club members, as authorized by one of the club officers, for official 
club business only, such as for meeting minutes and communications. Victor will produce the logo in 3 sizes, as 
well as a black and white version. 
 

Susie Stout 
No updates as of yet on what she plans to donate to the NIH RAC. 
 

ECC Relocation 
Victor Cid has written up what we need in a new location, including pictures of the ECC and the antennas on the 
roof. It was suggested he also add pictures of the coax bundles on the roof as they pass through enroute to the 
patch panel in the ECC. Bill Hook noted that the cost to move the club 35 years ago was ~$50,000 and is likely to 
be triple that today. There is also for potential to coordinate with the NIH radio shop people to minimize 
potential interference in any new location. This led to a discussion of RFI potential upon a move. Bill hook noted 
the repeaters on the roof of Building 10 cause no know problems.  Andy Mitz had once operated temporarily 
from Building 49 with no problems, but with relative low power output and an antenna not on the roof. 
 
Victor plans to ask Michael Spillane, the club sponsor in the Division of Emergency Preparedness and 
Coordination (DEPC), for a meeting to discuss the document. It was noted that club member Glen Simons, who 
also works for that office, was an experienced ham and would be asked to watch for good locations. 
 
Victor also noted a problem has been found with the laser link between Suburban Hospital and the NIH Clinical 
Center. The construction of the Porter Neuroscience Building Phase 2 has apparently placed two vent pipes at 
precisely the right location to scatter the beam slightly. This might be overcome by raising either the laser 
transmitter on Suburban or the receiver on the Clinical Center. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Nominating Committee for 2014 Officers 
Victor Cid and Andy Mitz volunteered to serve as the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee simply 
recommends a slate of candidates. All officers present agreed to serve another term.  The notion of an Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer was raised. 

 
Membership Renewal Campaign 
We need to ask all existing members to renew by March 31 (members are asked to renew every 2 years), and 
also ask for any changes in phone numbers, preferred e-mail addresses, and physical addresses.  It was 
suggested Walter Lamar could do this via the list serve, and track the responses.  Also, we need to create an 
updated member ship form that deletes the mention of dues, and substitutes a line for voluntary contributions. 
 

Field Day 2014 
 Victor noted that the Randallstown Amateur Radio Club was meeting shortly to talk about plans for this year’s 
Field Day in June.  We believe we will once again be invited to participate. 
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Technical Discussions 
It was suggested that we have 10-15 minute Technical Presentations related to amateur radio after the 
meetings. 
 

New Member Application 
We had a new member application from Jay Hanssen, AB3SZ.  His membership was accepted unanimously. Jay is 
an Extra Class licensee and enjoys digital modes. 
 

 Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 1429 hours. 


