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       NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716, Bethesda, MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and Radio Facilities in Building 11, Room 305 

Repeater: 145.290- MHz - Affiliated UHF Repeater: 449.025- MHz, PL 156.7 Hz 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org & info@nihrac.org & @NIHRadioClub. 

 

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 3, 2017 CLUB MEETING  
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
The meeting was called to order by President Walter Lamar, KB5WGT at 1315 EDT in the 
meeting room at Asbury Park Methodist Village in Gaithersburg. Other members present 
included our host Bill Hook, W3QBC; Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ; Secretary/Treasurer John Greene, 
W3MIT; Vice President Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF; Bill Fryer, W0QV; and former NIHRAC president 
Thomas Vegella, K1FEX. .  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
July 2017 Club Meeting  
The next club meeting will again be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, July 8, 2017 (due to the 
Independence Day holiday) in a Community Center meeting room at the residence of Bill Hook 
W3QBC, at Asbury Park Methodist Village, using the entrance on Lost Knife Road, due to the 
ongoing renovations in Building 11.  Directions will be sent again by email to all members in the 
reminder for the June meeting. The dial-in for the meetings is (641) 715-3670, participant code 
782861.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Repeater Report  
The repeater is working, but we have occasional audio disappearance when connected via 
EchoLink.  The users start at full carrier and loud audio, but their audio drops off to 5%. We will 
continue to test this – especially if EchoLink-EchoLink is working, and it only affects an 
EchoLink-RF connection. 
 
EchoLink  
Functioning; Walter can RDP  in and patch remotely now. 
 
Website 
No report this month.. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
John Greene reports that the current balances remain $596.71 in checking and $459.00 in 
savings, for a total of $1,055.71. 
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Membership List 
We plan to poll all current members using a separate LISTSERV list Walter has of only 
members to see if they wish to renew – this will require an opt-in response by email. 
 
Move Report 
Move remains on track.  There are a number of issues: 

 20 core holes to be drilled between second and third floors, which will generate a lot of 
dust. It has been recommended that we shut off the EchoLink computer now on the 
second floor to avoid dust intake.  There was a debate as to shutting it down, or 
ensuring the computer is blown clean/vacuumed soon afterwards. 

 Locks appear to be all NIH-badge controlled cardreaders, none with keys. We will need 
to ensure access via the elevator, stairs, and to the roof. 

 We’ll need an update Emergency Operations Plan, with a list of people cleared to 
operate the NIHRAC radios.  We are part of the NIH Continuity of Operations (COOP) 
Plan. 

 The vent intake to be put on the roof in the inner brick wall near our antennas will be 
configured with a flexible duct to curve such that we won’t need to move any antennas. 
The remaining concern is only if the antenna coax has enough slack. 

 The roof will be re-tarred some weekend soon. 

 Our new radio room will now have a drop ceiling put in, with another layer of acoustic 
dampening above it. 

 A cable rack is being added around the periphery of the room, with extensions over the 
new workstation racks. Power to those workstation racks has been worked out. 

 The room lighting will be dual use, and we will be able to override the automatic shutoff. 
Andy has asked that the switches be installed to control the lights in banks, allowing us 
to dim the room. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Hexbeam/Tower Accident 
No updates. 
 
Field Day 
The NIHRAC will once again participate in the 2017 Field Day, June 24-25, with the 
Randallstown Amateur Radio Club atop South Mountain in Washington Monument State Park 
west of Frederick in Boonsboro, MD, on the Appalachian Trail, at an elevation of 1,830 feet. We 
will operate 3A under the N3IC call with a GOTA station using K3MZ, and one of the stations 
will be a step-up station, running primarily digital modes. Jim Alyanak, K3MRI, plans to make a 
professional documentary film at Field Day; note that waivers will need to be signed to be on 
film. We suggest interested NIHRAC members email Frank Stein, fstein@ieee.org, if they plan 
to participate, so that adequate food may be purchased.  We split the costs among the number 
of attendees. The web site for directions, etc. is http://www.icengineering.com/n3ic/rarc/fd17/  
 
Discussion of Voluntary Contributions 
Following up on the March discussion, the notion of voluntary contributions came up again.  
The feeling was to link fundraising to some event, and bill it as for the infrastructure of the new 
room, and for antenna repairs. We would likely do it from the near future until Sept.1, coupling 
it to a membership renewal as simple as sending an email that says I wish to renew my 
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NIHRAC membership”. Checks for voluntary donations would be made payable to the NIH 
Radio Amateur Club, and sent to our mailbox at NIH. These donations were not tax-deductible; 
it was thought that we could advise members willing to make tax-deductible contributions to 
donate to the Montgomery County Auxiliary Communications Service (MC ACS). John Greene 
agreed to produce a draft email for the officers to review. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Andy met with new member Doug Morris – who has the ability to scan the entire radio 
spectrum and digitize it all, then pick out a range for analysis using parallel processing. 
This might be used, for example, to look at known fixed HF sources – e.g. WWV, CHU, 
and the like – to check propagation from a site. 

 Tom Vegella mentioned that we could try to operate from the Isaac Walton League site 
in Germantown, where he is a member, to try out portable operations.  W This will be 
discussed more ta the next meeting.  We would likely deploy the BMERS WinLink. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1424 EDT. We again thank Bill Hook for obtaining this meeting room 
for us at Asbury Village. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Greene, W3MIT, NIHRAC Secretary    


