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       NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716, Bethesda, MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and Radio Facilities in Building 11, Room 305 

Repeater: 145.290- MHz - Affiliated UHF Repeater: 449.025- MHz, PL 156.7 Hz 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org & info@nihrac.org & @NIHRadioClub. 

 

MINUTES OF THE May 6, 2017 CLUB MEETING  
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
The meeting was called to order by Secretary/Treasurer John Greene, W3MIT, (president 
Walter Lamar, KB5WGT was on vacation) at 1314 EDT in the meeting room at Asbury Park 
Methodist Village in Gaithersburg. Other members present included our host Bill Hook, 
W3QBC; Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ; Georgianne Mitchell, K3DXO, by phone; and Victor Cid, W3CID.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
June 2017 Club Meeting  
The next club meeting will again be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, June 3, 2017 in a meeting 
room at the residence of Bill Hook W3QBC, at Asbury Park Methodist Village, using the 
entrance on Lost Knife Road, due to the ongoing renovations in Building 11.  Directions will be 
sent again by email to all members in the reminder for the June meeting. The dial-in for the 
meetings is (641) 715-3670, participant code 782861.  
 
Publication 
Victor Cid, Andy Mitz, and Stacy Arnesen have a paper being published on the BMERS system 
in the journal Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness. 
 
Kid Museum 
The KID museum has a radio club and its very own radio station (KM3KID). The museum is 
located at the Davis Library at 6400 Democracy Boulevard in Bethesda, and offers a variety of 
hands-on STEM activities for kids, among other interesting educational activities. See www.kid-
museum.org for more details. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Repeater Report  
The repeater is working well.  
 
EchoLink  
As of Monday night, EchoLink was also working well – Bill Fryer, W0QV, checked in via 
EchoLink from Switzerland. 
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Website 
Victor made minor fixes of typos; he has a list of officers almost ready to be posted. The Twitter 
account has been enhanced by NCI’s Emergency Management posting announcements there. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
John Greene reports that the current balances remain $596.71 in checking and $459.00 in 
savings, for a total of $1,055.71. 
 
Membership List 
Work continues on the membership list; Andy requested Bill to prepare a final, electronic 
version to serve as the baseline for future edits. Andy also proposed that at the next meeting, 
we have a discussion of what level of Government or HHS ID to allow as full members. 
 
Move Report 
Andy reports that there is a list of NIHRAC members with NIH ID’s to have access to Building 
11, the new clubroom, and the roof, which includes Andy, Walter, Georgianne, Victor, and John 
at this time. We’ll need to discuss expansion of that list. 
 
The vent intake to be put on the roof in the inner brick wall near our antennas will be configured 
with a flexible duct to curve such that we won’t need to move any antennas. 
 
With a full ceiling, not a drop ceiling, in the new room, there is some concern about acoustics. 
We can put glue-on sound-absorbing tiles up; there is no resolution of this issue yet.  Also, the 
rack equipment specified by Al Taylor has been ordered. 
 
Andy believes we may be able to reoccupy the room in September if all goes well; October 
remains a distinct possibility. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Hexbeam/Tower Accident 
There has been little progress made. Victor will look into getting a tower company to do a free 
assessment of needed repairs, including Code One.  NIH Emergency Management has 
requested to be kept informed of what will need to be done. 
 
Andy believes we can and should repair the antenna and the rotor soon, to assess what parts 
may be needed, especially the antenna clips that attach the elements to the braces. We need 
more hard hats. Victor reports talking to someone from the MARC club who may be able to 
help with antenna repairs.  He will try to set some dates for an antenna party, and look into a 
rotor connector order. 
 
NCI Shady Grove amateur organization  
There was again discussion of amateurs at NCI Shady Grove having a separate club. The 
head of NCI Emergency Management would prefer that is not done; it was the sense of the 
meeting that interested amateurs join NIHRAC, and have satellite meetings as desired, with 
notification to all of NIHRAC and production of meeting notes to be shared. 
 
Discussion of Voluntary Contributions 
Following up on the March discussion, the notion of voluntary contributions came up again.  
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The feeling was to link fundraising to some event, and bill it as for the infrastructure of the new 
room, and for antenna repairs. We would likely do it from the near future until Sept.1, coupling 
it to a membership renewal as simple as sending an email that says I wish to renew my 
NIHRAC membership”. Checks for voluntary donations would be made payable to the NIH 
Radio Amateur Club, and sent to our mailbox at NIH. These donations were not tax-deductible; 
it was thought that we could advise members willing to make tax-deductible contributions to 
donate to the Montgomery County Auxiliary Communications Service (MC ACS). John Greene 
agreed to produce a draft email for the officers to review. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Application for Membership 
We received by email an application from NIHer Doug Morris, KC3IUU, for full Membership. He 
is an Amateur Extra Class ham active on VHF and UHF. The motion by John and seconded by 
Victor to accept him was unanimous. 
 
Field Day 
The NIHRAC will once again participate in the 2017 Field Day, June 24-25, with the 
Randallstown Amateur Radio Club atop South Mountain in Washington Monument State Park 
west of Frederick in Boonsboro, MD, on the Appalachian Trail, at an elevation of 1,830 feet. We 
will operate 3A with a GOTA station, and one of the stations will be a step-up station, running 
primarily digital modes.  Jim Alyanak, K3MRI, plans to make a professional documentary film at 
Field Day; note that waivers will need to be signed to be on film. We suggest interested 
NIHRAC members email Frank Stein, fstein@ieee.org, if they plan to participate, so that 
adequate food may be purchased.  We split the costs among the number of attendees. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1430 EDT. We again thank Bill Hook for obtaining this meeting room 
for us at Asbury Village. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Greene, W3MIT, NIHRAC Secretary    
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