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       NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716, Bethesda, MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and Radio Facilities in Building 11, Room 305 

Repeater: 145.290- MHz - Affiliated UHF Repeater: 449.025- MHz, PL 156.7 Hz 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org & info@nihrac.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 4, 2017 CLUB MEETING  
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
The meeting was called to order by President Walter Lamar, KB5WGT at 1319 EDT in the 
meeting room at Asbury Park Methodist Village in Gaithersburg. Other members present 
included our host Bill Hook, W3QBC; Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ; Bill Fryer, W0QV by phone; 
Georgianne Mitchell, K3DXO, by phone; Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF; Al Taylor, K3NU; Victor Cid, 
W3CID by phone, and John Greene, W3MIT.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March 2017 Club Meeting  
The next club meeting will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, April 1, 2017 in a meeting room at 
the residence of Bill Hook W3QBC, at Asbury Park Methodist Village, using the entrance on 
Lost Knife Road, due to the ongoing renovations in Building 11.  Directions will be sent again 
by email to all members in the reminder for the April meeting. The dial-in for the meetings is 
(805) 399-1000, participant code 782861.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Repeater Report  
The repeater is working well.  Nothing more heard on moving the repeater antenna to the other 
end of the roof.  
 
EchoLink  
The application died on the server, but was restarted and all appears normal. 
 
Website 
Victor discussed improving the Search Engine Optimization for the club site. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
John has finally been added to the NIHFCU account and has online access; he reports that the 
current balances are $596.71 in checking and $459.00 in savings, for a total of $1,055.71. 
 
Membership List 
There was discussion of the ongoing work to clean up the membership and listserv lists. No 
phone numbers will be posted online. It was felt we should contact people on the list and ask if 



 2

 

they want to stay on the list. Walter was going to email the six people basically unknown to the 
attending members. 
 
Move Report 
Andy Mitz reports that the studs are now up on the third floor of Building 11, with the drywall up 
on one side of every wall. The electrical systems are currently being installed. Demolition 
appears to be nearly complete. In 305, a location was marked for the power box off/on switch; 
in our new storage area, the outlets had been placed. All the earlier delays amount to an 
approximately 3 month overall delay – meaning we will likely move back in near-October. There 
will be no window for us, but we will have access to the bunkbed room with the bathroom, 
which has been laid out. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Application for Membership 
We received by email an application from Jim Bradley, KC3JIM, of Germantown for Affiliate 
Membership. He is a Technician Class ham active on 2M.The motion to accept him was 
unanimous. 
 
Hexbeam/Tower Accident 
In cranking down the tower for the club hexbeam, the cable supporting the topmost section 
sheared, causing all the sections to collapse at once, shearing the rotor cable, and causing 
some of the hexbeam elements to at least come loose. Victor and Georgianne thankfully 
sustained no injuries. Andy was going to look into the origin of the tower, and who could make 
repairs. The company that manufactured the hexbeam is no longer in business, and the 
manual is not online. We noted we need to ensure our two hard hats are of sufficient quality. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Field Day 
The NIHRAC will once again participate in the 2017 Field Day, June 24-25, with the 
Randallstown Amateur Radio Club atop South Mountain in Washington Monument State Park 
west of Frederick in Boonsboro, MD, on the Appalachian Trail, at an elevation of 1,830 feet. We 
will operate 3A with a GOTA station, and one of the stations will be a step-up station, running 
primarily digital modes. 
 
Discussion of Voluntary Contributions 
Our treasury balance is low in view of the need for antenna repairs and the need to 
rebuild/equip the new radio room once construction is complete. Andy felt that we may wish to 
have an annual fundraiser with voluntary contributions in the $5-$50 range, via cash or checks 
made payable to NIH Radio Amateur Club. This might be done in late April for a period of about 
3 weeks. Victor suggested a hamfeast with activities, and that we would need to publicize this 
via the listserv and the website, primarily aimed at our 58 members.  We need to be especially 
careful about soliciting Federal employees. John made a motion, seconded by Al, to have such 
voluntary donations, with final plans to be made at the April meeting. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Twitter account 
Victor was going to create a Twitter account for the club - @NIHRadioClub. 
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Other News 
Al Taylor mentioned the Spring Maryland Region 5 inter-Hospital Disaster drills at the end of 
April and May, wearing his hat as President of the Montgomery County ACS. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1511 EDT. We again thank Bill Hook for obtaining this meeting room 
for us at Asbury Village. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Greene, W3MIT, NIHRAC Secretary    


