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NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 
K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda MD 20892-5716 
Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308, Telephone: 301-496-5311 

Repeaters 145.290- MHz VHF and 447.925- MHz UHF 
Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE JULY 13, 2013 CLUB MEETING 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME: 

The meeting was called to order at ~1320 hours by President Walter Lamar, KB5WGT. Other members present 
were John Greene, W3MIT; Victor Cid, W3CID; Kirk Lattner, KB3UQF; and Bill Hook, W3QBC. There were no 
participants by teleconference. We had two guest prospective members, Tim Salo, KB3ZYX; and Josh Cherry, 
AB3SP.  The ECC air conditioning has been repaired, but some pump near and above the ECC is making a 
tremendous racket. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

August Club Meeting 
The next club meeting will be held in the ECC at 1:00 PM on Saturday, August 3, 2013. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS: 

June Minutes Approved: 

Minutes of the June 1, 2013 meeting were accepted as distributed. NIHRAC thanks Bill Hook for sitting in for the 
absent John Greene, who was in New England. 
 

Treasury Report: 

There was no income, other than bank interest, since the last report. We had two expenditures to be 
reimbursed: Victor Cid, $10.00, for renewal of the nihrac.org domain; and Bill Hook, $8.84, postage for QSL 
cards.  Secretary-Treasurer John Greene has now assumed responsibility for maintaining the club's financial 
records in concert with President Walter Lamar. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

K3YGG EchoLink – Walter Lamar:  

The EchoLink system has run continuously for many months. Walter Lamar again patched the EchoLink 
computer during this club meeting, and it was restored to service just after adjournment. 
 

Repeaters – Bill Hook: 

Bill Hook’s trickle charger fix has solved the problem of the K3YGG 2M repeater powering down during the 
monthly Building 10 emergency generator test.  However, the failed repeater controller has left an 
unterminated phone line, which Bill has terminated with an old answering machine with a generic message. No 
other repeater issues, except to note that the seasonal use of the 156.7Hz PL 5A tone on the K3YGG repeater is 
now in effect. 
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www.nihrac.org Website – Victor Cid: 

Victor Cid has added some Field Day photos, and will add more from President Walter Lamar. He has also posted 
one more recent set of NIHRAC meeting minutes, but the current video remains in place. Victor requested the 
ability to add moderated comments to the website, and there was general agreement. Also, all officers were to 
be on the info@nihrac.org email address. 
 

NIHRAC logo – discussed once again. Tim Salo offered to create some drafts if given requirements. We noted 
that it must be NIHRAC (one word) – NIH RAC (with a space in the middle) refers to the NIH Recombinant 
Advisory Committee. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

SteppIR Antenna Assembly Project: 

The remainder of the assembly needs to be done upstairs on the Building 11 roof, and we must assemble the 
antenna to fit the available space. To raise the antenna to its mount on the rotor, we will require ropes, and 
perhaps an extensible pole with a V-shaped top to help push and/or hold the antenna in position.  We may also 
need a few men on the other side of the antenna to help pull it into position. Finally, all wiring will need to be 
tested. 
Due to insufficient manpower prior to this meeting time, no antenna work was performed.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Field Day Report: 
Victor Cid reported on the very successful NIHRAC participation in Field Day with the Randallstown ARC at 
Washington Monument State Park in Middletown, MD. This is a very serious Field Day operation with 17 people 
and many antennas. The club competes in the 2A category, and historically finishes in the top 20 nationwide in 
that category. They also ran a GOTA station, as well as a VHF station.  The GOTA station was operated by 
NIHRAC members John Greene and Walter Lamar, among others, with mentoring by Victor Cid and others, and 
made contacts all over the US and Canada, making a significant point contribution. Victor brought the BMERS 
station and made contacts via Winlink 2000, including an email sent to ARRL MDC Section Manager Jim Cross, 
WI3N, which resulted in a 100 point bonus. Victor and John went to the top of the Washington Monument in the 
Park, and made a contact on 2M into Pennsylvania on 146.52 MHz simplex. The Randallstown ARC unofficial 
point total was in excess of 2,000 points. Some of the equipment was borrowed from us by Al Taylor KN3U, and 
returned to NIHRAC at the conclusion of this club meeting.  We hope to join them again next year. 
 

ECC Key Situation: 
It has not been easy to obtain keys to the ECC. Bill Hook informed us that we used to have a special relationship 
with the NIH locksmith, now retired, who gave us enough keys for us to manage them ourselves. John Greene 
wrote to Mr. Michael Spillane, the NIH Emergency Coordinator, and was endorsed for a key. However, Mr. 
Spillane also informed John of an imminent locksmith policy where only Gov’t employees will be able to request 
keys, although contractors can hold them.   John will try to obtain an ECC key prior to the policy being enforced. 
If he fails, we will ask one of the relatively few Gov’t employees in the club to sponsor a key for him and others. 
Victor Cid is checking to see if he can obtain permission from his management to do this. We will also contact 
Michele Evans, the Clinical Center Safety Officer, to see if she would be willing to sponsor keys for NIHRAC 
members. 
 
There was also a suggestion to make officers more visible on the club Web page to ensure NIH officials know 
who is in charge. 
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Bill Hook had an excellent idea for circumventing this problem – making a key available to be placed 
permanently in the club mailbox in Bldg. 13, Box 5716. We can duplicate mailbox keys without problem, and one 
could then pick up the key, going through the underground tunnel linking Bldgs. 10, 13, and 11 when necessary 
(at night and on weekends), and open the ECC, reversing the procedure upon departure. However, Tim Salo had 
what may be an even better idea – for the NIHRAC to purchase a lockbox similar to that used by realtors, and 
placing it on or near the ECC door.  John Greene was to price lockboxes; one can be had for as little as $18 on 
the Internet. 
 

K3YGG repeater trustee: 
According to FCC records, NIHRAC President Walter Lamar is now the K3YGG repeater trustee. The K3YGG call 
sign dates back to the 1960’s. Current other trustees for NIHRAC are Peter Alterman, W2CDO for the W3NIH HF 
club license and Andy Mitz for the KB3SKV UHF repeater club license.  
 

Linking EchoLink on the K3YGG repeater: There had been a question about hooking our EchoLink node into 
conference for the MDC conference weekly. Walter Lamar informed the attendees that this can be done, as our 
EchoLink node follows the default protocols and commands available in the EchoLink documentation. For 
example, command d08 lists who is connected to EchoLink. However, if one uses this conference functionality, 
one must be very careful to break the link before shutting down your EchoLink connection. 
 

Club Badge Order: John Greene has mocked up a possible club badge with name, call sign, location, and a 
Maryland state outline image, and printed them on paper for the bulk of the active club members. However, if 
we can decide on a logo, John broached idea of ordering badges with the NIHRAC logo from the Sign Man of 
Baton Rouge or a similar vendor. Cost would be paid individually by each member, although we might seek a 
discount by pooling our orders.  For the local Montgomery ARC, the cost from the Sign Man is $12.75 per badge 
with their logo, with an over the pocket badge fastener with locking pin. Other fastener options are available. 

 
Election of New Members: New members Tim Salo, KB3ZYX and Josh Cherry, AB3SP were elected to full 
NIHRAC membership unanimously, subject to completion of their membership forms. Both are licensed amateur 
radio operators, and both work at NIH. 
 

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 1430 hours. 
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