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NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 
K3YGG / W3NIH / KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda MD 20892-5716 
Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308, Telephone: 301-496-5311 

Repeaters 145.290- MHz VHF and 447.925- MHz UHF 
Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE MAY 4, 2013 CLUB MEETING 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME: 

The meeting was called to order at 1320 hours by President Walter Lamar, KB5WGT. Other members present 
were John Greene, W3MIT, Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ, Victor Cid, W3CID, and Bill Hook, W3QBC. There were no 
participants by teleconference. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

June Club Meeting 
The next club meeting will be held in the ECC at 1:00 PM on Saturday, June 1, 2013. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS: 

April Minutes Approved: 

Minutes of the April 6, 2013 meeting were accepted as distributed. With this meeting, John Greene begins 
service as NIHRAC Secretary/Treasurer. The NIHRAC thanks Bill Hook for his long service in this role. 
 

Treasury Report: 

There were no expenditures or income, other than bank interest, since the last report. Secretary-Treasurer John 
Greene will soon assume responsibility for maintaining the club's financial records. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

K3YGG EchoLink – Walter Lamar:  

The EchoLink system has run continuously since the last meeting. Walter Lamar again patched the EchoLink 
computer during this club meeting, and it was restored to service just after adjournment. 
 

Repeaters – Bill Hook: 

To prevent the shutdown of the 70 cm repeater that regularly occurs when Building 10 switches to emergency 
power, Bill Hook, W3QBC, has installed a backup battery to supply 12 VDC to the controller, trickle charged 
continuously by a wall wart power supply. The next Clinical Center generator test is likely to occur on May 18, 
the 3rd Saturday in the month.   

 

www.nihrac.org Website – Victor Cid: 

Victor has added new photos to the Galleries section from last month’s work on the SteppIR antenna assembly 
mast and rotator installation, and updated the introductory movie on the home page to “What can you do with 
a ham radio license?” , replacing the previous one in the series “Getting Started in Ham Radio”. In addition, Andy 
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Mitz expanded the page on the WSPR (“whisper”) computer program that implements a protocol designed for 
probing potential propagation paths with low power transmissions. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

SteppIR Antenna Assembly Project: 

Last month, the rotor was mounted on a mast on the roof of Building 11 and tested, and assembly of the 
antenna was begun, including cutting the antenna to size and installation of the flexible metal tape used for 
tuning that is inside the PVC elements. It appears that the remainder of the assembly needs to be done upstairs 
on the Building 11 roof, and we must assemble the antenna to fit the available space. To raise the antenna to its 
mount, we will require ropes, and perhaps an extensible pole with a V-shaped top to help push and/or hold the 
antenna in position.  Due to insufficient manpower at this meeting, no antenna work was performed. It will be 
continued when we next meet. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Army MARS Annual Meeting: 
Victor Cid noted that Maryland/DC Army MARS is having its Annual Meeting on Saturday, May 11 in 
Reisterstown, MD at the headquarters of the Maryland Emergency Management Agency in the State EOC, from 
approximately 1000 hours until 1530 hours, including lunch. He will give a 30 minute presentation on the BMERS 
system, and plans to demonstrate of the operator interface.  
 

Field Day: 
Andy Mitz extended an invitation to NIHRAC to provide 5-6 GOTA (Get On the Air) operators to participate in 
ARRL Field Day exercises on June 22-23 with the Randallstown Amateur Radio Club (of which he is a member. 
This is a top club for scoring points in the 2A category.  They will operate from Shelter #2 at the Washington 
Monument State Park (Middletown, Maryland), at a mountain-top (1340 ft. elev.) site near the Appalachian 
Trail. GOTA operators will be provided everything needed to operate on Field Day by the Randallstown Amateur 
Radio Club on a separate transceiver with a mentor. This club routinely has the top score in Region 3, and places 
between 9th and 15thnationally. Andy suggested bringing an elected official, as well as several high school 
students to introduce them to Amateur Radio, as both such activities increase the point score. For additional 
information, please contact Andy at arm@nih,gov.   
 

K3YGG repeater trustee: 
Past NIHRAC President Chuck Sherman, N1SW, has retired to Vermont, and has asked to be relieved of his 
trusteeship of the K3YGG club license. The current K3YGG license does not expire until late 2015. Those present 
unanimously agreed that the club should retain and continue to use this license. After a short discussion, club 
President Walter Lamar volunteered to be K3YGG trustee. The K3YGG call sign dates back to the 1960’s. Current 
other trustees for NIHRAC are Peter Alterman, W2CDO for the W3NIH club license, and Andy Mitz for the 
KB3SKV club license.   
 
ARRL VEC Form 605-C will be obtained from the ARRL’s FCC Amateur Radio Forms page to make the change. The 
trustee and another responsible club official must sign the form. The trustee or an officer of the club must mail 
the original completed and signed form to: 
 
ARRL VEC 
225 Main Street 
Newington, CT 06111  
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For a change of trustee, supporting documentation (club minutes) reflecting the change must be sent with the 
form. Bill Hook offered to assist with the required paperwork. 
 

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 1415 hours. 
 


