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NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG/W3NIH/KB3SKV 
Mailing Address: NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308 

Telephone: 301-496-5311   

Repeaters: 447.925 MHz and 145.290 MHz 

Electronic Addresses: www.nihrac.org and info@nihrac.org 

 

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 5, 2013 CLUB MEETING 
 

 The meeting was called to order by President Walter Lamar, KB5WGT at 

1:20 p.m. Other members present included Andy Mitz, WA3LTJ; Kirk 

Lattner, KB3UQF; Victor Cid, W3CID; and Bill Hook, W3QBC. There were no 

attendees participating by teleconference or Skype.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Next Club Meeting  
 

 The February NIHRAC meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

February 2, 2013 in the NIHRAC ECC. 

 

 Ken Ow Has Retired  
 

 Ken. KE3NOW, recently retired from NIH and e-mail sent to his NIH 

address is being returned. If you know his current e-mail address please 

reply to info@nihrac.org. 

 

 Correction to December 2012 Meeting Minutes 
  

 On Page 2, paragraph 2, line 4 please correct “spices” to “splices”. 

 

CLUB BUSINESS 
 

 Treasurer's Report  
 

   A $5.00 dues payment was received at the December meeting from Al   

 Taylor, KN3U. It was deposited in the club’s checking account by    

 President Walter Lamar. 

 

  As of January 5, 2013 the club’s checking and savings account balances  

 were unknown. We are awaiting a report from the NIHRAC Secretary- 

 Treasurer. No expenditures were reported during the month of December. 

 Walter reported that NIHFCU no longer had envelopes for mail deposits.  

 Victor added that NIHFCU was discouraging or abandoning the use of  

 deposits by mail. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
   

 K3YGG EchoLink System – Walter Lamar 
      

  The EchoLink connection to the Internet remained online throughout    

 December with no known interruptions to service.  

 

 K3YGG Repeaters – Bill Hook 
      

  Coaxial cable on the 2 meter repeater transmitter was replaced by  

 professionals on November 28. Ongoing roof work made this advisable.  

 Following the replacement SWR and field strength readings were  

 excellent. Other coaxial cables leading from the roof to the  

 repeater site will be replaced in the near future,  

 

  The 2 m repeater stopped transmitting on Saturday, December 22. On  

 December 27, Ken, KD3R, kindly went to the repeater site and found no  

 AC power was getting to the transmitter.  As a result of a telephone  

 consultation with Bill, W3QBC, power was restored and the repeater has  

 been functioning normally since. Apparently the problem followed a  

 planned power outage. It is has been reported that the Clinical Center   

 was scheduled to conduct a partial power outage test on the day of the  

 failure. The UPS feeding the repeater control circuits has been be  

 replaced.  

 

  The Bendix-King UHF HT that had been out on loan to past-member SSgt   

 Robert Cole, KJ4SDD, has been returned. We thank member Seth Glass,  

 N3JFW, for his assistance in this matter. 

 

Club Web Site – Victor Cid 
 

  Victor reported that the site will soon clarify that the CTSS decoder 

in the K3YGG 2 m repeater may be enabled at the discretion of control 

operators to avoid interference problems due to e.g., early summer band 

conditions. The current ARRL Repeater Directory properly lists our 2 m 

repeater as requiring a tone of 156.7 Hz (PL 5A). 

 

 Victor also reported that www.nihrac.org presently has a link to a 

video titled “Building Your First Ham Radio Station”. This is Part I of 

a series that is likely to be of great interest to beginning ham 

operators.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

 SteppIR Dipole Antenna Project  
 

  After last month’s meeting installation was completed of the cables    

 for controlling 1) the mechanism that extends and retracts the flexible    
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 metal tape used to tune the antenna over a wide frequency range, and 2)   

 the antenna rotator. It has been determined that there will be  

 insufficient free space around the antenna to permit 360o rotation.  

 However, because this is a   bi-lobed dipole without reflector or  

 director elements a full 360o rotation is not necessary. 

 

  A work party was scheduled for Saturday, January 11 at 2 p.m. to test  

 the cables. The SteppIR mechanism and antenna rotator will be tested  

 both on the bench and on the roof to check continuity of the cables and  

 connectors. The next step will be to install masts of appropriate  

 length and diameter to mount the rotor and antenna. 

 

NIHRAC Logo 
 

  Past-president Chuck Sherman, N1SW, has submitted a suggested design  

 for a club logo (see Attachment). Additional images are needed to guide   

 the artist who will provide the final design. Please send your  

 suggestions to info@nihrac.org.  

  

Electronic Mail Address for the Club 
 

  There has thus far been little use by club members of the club’s    

 recently established e-mail address info@nihrac.org. This is the  

 address to use so that your mail will go to the most active club  

 officers and appointees. Examples include membership applications,    

 changes for the membership and e-mail lists, suggestions for agenda  

 items and corrections to the minutes. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Antenna Tuner Improvement for MARS Portable Station 
 

  The multi-band vertical antenna used with the MARS portable station  

 has been found to be unreliable. Andy Mitz fixed the problem by  

 replacing the connectors with soldered connections and supplying a new  

 DC isolator for sending DC control voltage to the tuner via the coax. 

   

 Possible Activities for 2013 
 

 1 Celebrate NIHRAC’s 50th anniversary in March. A special logo noting  

 the club’s 50 continuous years of activity will be featured. Several  

 ideas were put forth for commemorating the event. These included  

 special operating events and a contest. They will be discussed at the  

 February meeting.  

     

 2. Nomination and Election of Officers – A nominating committee was   

 appointed by the president to find candidates who are willing to serve  

 from April 1, 2013 until March 31, 2014. Committee members are Andy  
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 Mitz, Victor Cid and Bill Hook. Nominations were then accepted from the  

 floor whereupon Bill nominated Walter Lamar and Kirk Lattner to  

 continue in office with their present positions. Andy moved that the  

 nominations be closed and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

 Nominations will again be accepted from the floor at the February  

 and March meetings. The election will be held at the March meeting.  

  

 Bill Hook announced that he will retire as club archivist on March 31,  

 2013. He is presently seeking advice concerning the choice of a type  

 style and format for distributing minutes that will improve readability  

 by handheld devices as well as computers.  

 

 3. Find ways to improve meeting attendance. These to include holding a  

 virtual meeting to replace a regular monthly meeting at the ECC,  

 e.g. by teleconference, Skype or EchoLink. Other ways might include  

 meeting at off-campus site such as Victor’s office on Democracy Blvd.  

 

 4. Abandonment of teleconferencing of the monthly meetings . This trial  

 has not been successful due to poor attendance. 

       

 5. Participate at the ECC in one or more contests. Suggestions will be  

 welcomed  

 

 6. Invite e a guest speaker to present a topic of interest. For  

 example, Al Taylor, KN3U, to describe his design and construction of a  

 highly versatile power supply cart for portable operation  

 

FDA Asks for Advice on Emergency Communications  
 

 Andy Mitz reported that he had been contacted by a FDA employee in 

California who had been assigned the task of finding out how their 

office might establish contact with other FDA offices in the event that 

normal communication channels were unavailable. In their lengthy 

telephone conversation Andy suggested that the caller contact NIHRAC 

members Al Taylor of FDA and Ross Merlin of DHS.  

  

ADJOURNMENT  
  

 The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. after which Andy Mitz displayed 

his design for a portable, bright LED, goose neck desk lamp suitable for 

use at a Field Day or emergency operating site.               

 
                                                                                                                   w3qbc:01-15-2013   


