
NIH RADIO AMATEUR CLUB 

K3YGG/W3NIH/KB3SKV 

  
Mailing Address: NIH Radio Amateur Club 

NIH Building 11, MSC 5716 

Bethesda MD 20892-5716 

Meeting Room and ECC in Building 11, Room 308, 301-496-5311 

FM Repeaters 145.290 MHz and 447.925 MHz 

  

REPORT OF THE NIHRAC MEETING OF JANUARY 2, 2010 

  

Minutes 

  

On the windy, wintry Saturday of January 2, 2010, the monthly meeting of the NIH Radio 

Amateur Club was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by club President Andy Mitz WA3LTJ. Other 

members present included Walter Lamar KB5WGT, and Bill Hook W3QBC. April Merryman of 

CIT was introduced and welcomed as a visitor and prospective club member. The next club 

meeting will held on Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. at the NIHRAC ECC. 

  

Announcements 

  

      Harold Simon, N3PXK SK - Harold, a frequent participant in the Monday evening club 

nets, monthly club meetings and a RACES operator died in his sleep on December 22. 

His son Jerry, N3HVC, informs us that a memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on 

January 30, 11 at Riderwood in Silver Spring, MD.   
  
      A motion was made and passed that the club’s Monday night 2 m/EchoLink net be 

named   

      The "Harold Simon Commemorative Net” in honor of Harold’s contributions to 

NIHRAC. 

  

      NIHRAC member Victor Cid, W3CID, NLM, will speak at the bimonthly meeting of the 

Montgomery Amateur Radio Club (MARC) on Wednesday, January 6. He will give an 

overview and describe the technology being researched and developed in support of the 

Bethesda Hospitals’ Emergency Preparedness Partnership (BHEPP) for which NIHRAC 

has volunteered to develop Internet access via HF radio. 

  

CLUB BUSINESS 

  

Approval of December 5, 2009 Minutes – The minutes were approved as written. 

  

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Hook, speaking for the Secretary-Treasurer, announced that on 

December 31, 2009, the club’s projected checking account balance will be $638.89 and the 

savings account balance  $437.69.  The total cash amount is $1076.58.  A financial report for 

year 2009 will be prepared soon  

  

Committee Reports – (Attachment 1) 



  

Old Business 

  

      Door Sign Replacement Report-back 

  

Andy announced that until a more elaborate sign is obtained we will continue to use the 

recently revised paper version that’s presently affixed to the ECC door.  

  

      Fund Raising Campaign 

  

At the December, 2009 meeting, Andy made a motion to establish a once-a-decade 

campaign to encourage cash donations from affiliate members at the time dues are 

collected from full members. Walter Lamar had seconded the motion but the vote was 

tabled until this January 2 meeting. The motion then passed with the unanimous approval 

of those present. 

  

In concert with the motion, Andy announced that he will match cash donations made by 

affiliate members up to $5.00 each. This matching campaign will coincide with the 

membership renewal period ending on March 31, 2010.  

  

New Business 

  

      Nominating Committee Appointed 

  

The present club officers are: President, Andy Mitz WA3LTJ; Vice President, Jennifer 

White, W3QG; Secretary Treasurer, Walter Lamar, KB5WGT; and Assistant Secretary-

Treasurer, Victor Cid, W3CID. 

  

The club president appointed Walter Lamar, Bill Hook and Andy Mitz to serve as a 

nominating committee to recommend persons to serve as officers from April 1, 2010 

through March 31, 2011. The committee will submit its list of nominees at the February 

meeting. Additional nominations may be made by those attending the February and 

March meetings. The election will be held at the March 6, 2010 meeting. 

  

      April Merryman Elected to Membership  

  

     April Merryman, CIT, started at NIH more than 16 years ago while a student at the    

     University of Maryland where she received a BS in mechanical engineering. She then   

     attended the Johns Hopkins University and received a MS in electrical engineering. April   

     plans to become a licensed ham soon. Her membership application was read after which 

she   

     was elected by acclamation to full membership.  

  

Adjournment - 2:15 p.m.            w3qbc:01-14-10 
  

(Attachment 1) 

  



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

EchoLink Status – Walter Lamar  

  

Walter reported that the random computer shut-down situation is much the same as last month 

and we have not been able to find the source. The logs collected by Jennifer White demonstrate 

no pattern nor provide clues to the origin of the problem.  

  

A possible “smoking gun” has recently appeared on the EchoLink computer and has also been 

found on the other computers in the ECC. It’s an application called “Surveyor” that can shut 

down an inactive machine. Andy asked if it could bring down a computer controlling a HF 

transceiver providing an HF link to the Internet?  Walter and Jennifer were asked to act as a 

committee to look into this likelihood. Andy then suggested installing a watchdog application 

that at periodic intervals writes to a log so that gaps in performance can be detected. 

  

Repeater Status – Bill Hook 

  

On December 16, the ACC RC-85 controller for the club’s Motorola MSF 5000 UHF repeater 

exhibited a failure. No audio was passed through, CW IDs were garbled and the controller failed 

to respond properly to commands sent by telephone. As Bill prepared to go to the repeater site in 

Building 10, the controller began operating normally again and no action was taken. Then on 

December 18, it failed again, followed by a return to a normal state on December 19. Since then 

the controller and UHF repeater have functioned normally. 

  

Bill subsequently learned that switching of power circuits was taking place in Building 10 on the 

days mentioned above. Because both the controller and the repeater are microprocessor 

controlled, he suggested that unusual power line conditions may have affected their logic 

circuits. The 2 m repeater did not exhibit any failures during this period. 

  

With regard to the procurement of a 12 VDC battery backed-up power supply for the recently 

obtained Motorola MSR2000 2 m transmitter, it’s been learned that this supply is no longer 

available. NIHRAC has been offered a 115 VAC UPS for installation at the repeater site. Thus it 

was decided to abandon the plan to replace the 2 m transmitter’s power supply and to have 

battery backed-up 115VAC power available at the site.  

  

Web Site Update – Walter Lamar 

  

The committee comprised of Susie Stout, Walter Lamar and Victor Cid did not meet during 

December. Victor plans to hold a meeting in January. Walter reminded that we have no access 

for making additions and corrections to the club’s present Web site located at NIH. We will need 

to find a host outside of NIH. Andy added that the present NIH site will then have to be changed 

to provide only basic information and a link to the new site where items such as notices, meeting 

minutes and photographs will be posted.        -o- 

 


